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	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3 

	Level descriptors
	The children will know about a range of properties and will communicate observations about materials in terms of these properties.
The children will name familiar materials.

These children will think in terms of the object rather than the materials.
	The children will identify a range of common materials and know about some of their properties.
They will describe similarities and differences between materials. They will sort materials into groups and describe the basis of their groupings in everyday terms, ie  hardness, smoothness

Identify some of the materials from which objects are made
	The children will use their knowledge and understanding of materials when they describe a variety of ways of sorting them into groups according to their properties.
The children will explain simply why some materials are particularly suitable for specific purposes.

	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	The children will name one or two rocks.
They will describe the appearance of the rock in simple terms ie it is black, bumpy and round.
	The children will be able to name and give the characteristics of several rocks.
The children will group rocks and soils according to observable characteristics.

They will explain that rocks are used for different purposes and identify how rocks are used in and around school/home.
They will know that there are rocks under surfaces such as grass. 

The children will suggest a reason why a rock is suitable for a purpose.

The children will know that there are different types of soil.
	The children will sort, group and order rocks and soils using their own criteria and justify ideas using scientific knowledge.

The children will recognise that there is rock under all surfaces and that soils come from rocks.
The children will suggest several reasons why a rock is suitable for a purpose.

The children know that soils are different depending on the rock from which they come.

	Children’s Names
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